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View A. Combined With 


A. AS. L. Views Letten 


EDITORIAL POLICY COMMITTEE 


—TOP OF THE NEWS 


Alice Louise LeFevre, Chairman 


You may be surprised to notice adver- 
tisements in this issue of Top of the News 
but accustom yourselves to them and make 
use of them for you will find more in 
subsequent issues. We are grateful to 
have them for they may pull us out of 
the red. Membership dues alone cannot 
support even this modest bulletin. Com- 
bining Top of the News with the A.A.S.L. 
News Letter brought about the need for 
change of format, and expansion of con- 
tents with resultant increase in cost. Even 
with the $500 appropriation by A.A.S.L. 
formerly used for the News Letter, funds 
are insufficient. 


The experimental October 1946 issue 
gave basis for discussion of editorial poli- 
cy. This need brought about the ap- 
pointment of an Editorial Policy Commit- 
tee which was appointed by Martha 
Parks to take action at Midwinter Meet- 
ing to formulate a revision of the policy 
established in 1942 with the first issue of 
Top of the News. In addition to Top of 
the News Editorial Committee consisting 
of Evelyn Sickels, Margaret Walraven, 
Mate Graye Hunt, Frances Burnside, 
Margaret Scoggin, the following Division 
members were asked to serve on the Edi- 
torial Policy Committee: Elizabeth Brand, 
Nancy Hoyle, Frances Henne, Marjorie 
Van Deusen, Helen Fuller, Jean Roos, 
Alice Brooks, Mildred Batchelder, Martha 
Parks, and Louise LeFevre, 
Present at the meeting in the Drake Hotel, 
were Walraven, Hunt, Henne, Van 
Deusen, Elizabeth Groves (for Helen Ful- 
ler,) Roos, Brooks, Batchelder, Parks, Le- 


Chairman. 


Fevre and Sue Hefley, Secretary of the 


Division. 


The discussion centered in three areas: 

1. A review of the policies set up by 
the former committees and editors 
of Top of the News and the A.A. 
S.L. News Letter. 

2. Formulating general editorial poli- 

cies, 

3. Formulating financial policies. 

It was agreed that the Top of the News 
in its present format is in a transitional 
state expanding from its original eight 
page form into a sixteen page bulletin with 
a cover and including in addition to 
news of the Division and its sections short 
articles and pictures on matters of interest 
to the entire group. It was also agreed 
that in accordance with the findings of 
the A.A.S.L. Publications Committee 
which reported at the Buffalo A.L.A. 
Conference, the goal should be toward 
a magazine of sixty-four or more pages 
containing a number of professional arti- 
cles which would be of interest to Division 
members but also to school and library 
administrators. The favorable comments 
received upon the use of pictures in the 
first issue under its present form gave 
rise to the decision to continue to use 
as many pictures as funds and space 
would permit. A copy of the revised edi- 
torial policies is being prepared for the 
editor’s use. 

It was recognized by the group that the 
goal of a larger professional magazine 
would be reached only by obtaining finan- 
cial assistance in consequence of which 
a Financial Committee was recommended 
to further investigate sources of income 
which would make it possible to gradually 
expand Top of the News. In the mean- 
time is was suggested that a Business 
Manager be appointed to secure advertise- 
ments which were pointed out as one 
source of immediate income which would 
help to balance the Division budget for 
this year. Mate Graye Hunt was ap- 
pointed and the advertisements seen in 
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this issue attest to the speed with which 
she went into action. 

Even though there are reporters repre- 
senting each section to seek out interesting 
items to be included, every member should 
feel responsible to send news items and 
original articles in the field of work with 
children, young people and schools to 
the editor or to the reporters whose names 
appear on the front cover of each issue. 
As the Official Publication of the Division 
this is the voice of the membership and 
comments and letters to the editor will be 
welcome. 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 
CHANGES 
C. Irene Hayner, Chairman 
Revision of Division Constitution 
Committee 

At the meeting of the Division Board 
of Directors in Buffalo, the recommenda- 
tion was made by the Young People’s 
Reading Round Table that the constitut- 
tion be revised to eliminate the Public 
Library Section and set up a three-way 
organization of the Division, viz., Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians, Chil- 
dren’s Librarians Association and Young 
People’s Reading Round Table. 

Discussion indicated that during the 
five year trial of operation present struc- 
ture of the Public Library Section had 
proved to be unwieldly, so it was voted 
that a committee be appointed to revise 
the Division constitution to the end that 
Division structure be simplified. The 
following committee was appointed: Eliza- 
beth Briggs, Ruth Ersted, and C. Irene 
Hayner, Chairman. 

A report on proposed changes was made 
by the committee to ‘the Division Board 
at its midwinter meeting in’ Chicago and 
these were discussed by the group. Final 
amendments are not yet ready for presen- 
tation to the membership, but it is ex- 
pected that they will be ready for a vote 
by the June meeting in San Francisco. 
According to our Division constitution, 
however, ‘Proposed amendments must be 
published in the 4.1.4. Bulletin at least 
a month prior to the annual meeting, 
so watch your A.L.A. Bulletin for a state- 
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ment of the proposed changes and send 
in to the chairman of the committee any 
comments or criticism of the proposals. 

More and more activities are proving 
to be of common interest to all three 
groups within the Division so, as a result, 
more and more committees which were 
formerly individual Section committees 
are being made Division committees as, 
for example, committees on the Booklist, 
International Relations, Membership, Re- 
cruiting, and Professional Training. As 
a result the Division organization is as- 
suming more and more importance as a 
force for both unifying the interests and 
efforts of librarians working with chil- 
dren and young people in either schools 
or public libraries and in accomplishing 
desirable results in the field of develop- 
ing young peoples’ reading habits. With 
the increase in Division activity comes, 
of course, increase in the responsibility 
and work of Division officers, so need 
for all possible simplification without 
interference with Section autonomy is obvi- 
ous. Likewise the need for more help 
for the Division president, who is al- 
ways necessarily a full time librarian in 
addition to her Division responsibilities, 
is obvious, and the suggestion has been 
made that the Division have an executive 
secretary. 


The constitution revision will probably 
embody these ideas; viz., simplification 
of organization; providing within the Di- 
vision three sections—children’s, young 
people’s and school; retaining the au- 
tonomy of the sections at the same 
time we increase authority of the Divi- 
sion; and provision for an executive sec- 
retary. 

Members can well be thinking of these 
suggestions so they may be prepared for 
the proposed amendments when they are 
published in the 4.L.A. Bulletin. Mean- 
while the committee will be very glad to 
hear members’ opinions at any time be- 
tween now and the time when the pro- 
posed amendments come up for vote at 
the San Francisco meeting. The more 
general expression of opinion we have, the 
better. 
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AASL NEWS LETTER 


AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
FOR THE DIVISION 
Elizabeth D. Briggs 


During the last six weeks it has become 
more and more apparent that the work 
of the Division has been greatly hampered 
by the necessarily frequent changes in 
officers. The information needed by each 
incoming president can be obtained only 
by time consuming study of previous 
years’ materials and records and a great 
deal of correspondence. Consequently 
there are many delays when often quick 
action is much to be desired. 


Opportunity is now being given to 
remedy this situation through establish- 
ment of closer relations with A.L.A. 
Headquarters. The following excerpts 
are from the recommendations of the A. 
L.A. Special Committee on Relations of 
Divisions to the A.L.A. made at the Mid- 
winter Conference. 


THAT, the A.L.A. should try to 
achieve such participation . . . by all 
subject groups and geographical units 

. as will enable each member to 
have, and to feel that he has, a share 
of responsibility for A.L.A. support, 
policies, and activities. 


THAT ... additional efforts should 
be made to give Divisions a propor- 
tionate share of responsibility for poli- 
cy making and activities, including 
special projects, which affect them as 
well as other groups. 


THAT, the Headquarters Staff 
(wherever located) is to be considered 
as a Secretariat for the Association 
as a whole; that its interests should 
be as wide as those of the whole As- 
sociation including divisions, sections, 
round tables, chapters, boards and 
committees; that although perfect 
balance in emphasis in any one year is 
not to be expected, there should be 
reasonable distribution of emphasis in 
a decade. 

THAT, large divisions. . . 
be represented by specialists; 


should 
that 
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each specialist should be responsible 
primarily to a Board of Directors of 
a Division or . . . that the work of 
each specialist should be so tied with 
the work of other specialists and with 
other activities of the Association as 
to enable all parts of the organization 
to derive some benefits and the Assoc- 
iation as a whole to gain strength 
from the work of the specialist. 


These recommendations were approved 
by the Executive Board and Council. 

It is the consensus of the past presidents 
of the Division that the appointment of the 
School and Children’s Library Specialist 
at A.L.A. Headquarters as Executive Sec- 
retary would greatly aid division offi- 
cers to make the activities of the Divi- 
sion more effective and of far greater 
value ot the profession. Following dis- 
cussion at the meeting of the Board of 
Directors in Chicago, it was voted that 
an amendment to the Constitution pro- 
viding for such an appointment be of- 
fered to the membership for vote at 
the San Francisco conference. Comments 
on this provision will be welcome. 


PRE-CONVENTION INSTITUTE 
CANCELLED 


Word has been received that the pre- 
convention institute in San _ Francisco, 
which Helen Fuller and her colleagues 
had planned with so much interest, can- 
not be held because the University of 
California reports housing facilities for 
the institute are not available. 


MESSAGE FROM HELEN FULLER 
Chairman, C.L.A. 


Your committees are hard at work. 
News of their goals and accomplishments 
will be passed along to you from time 
to time. The book evaluation committee 
is preparing a list of the outstanding 
books of 1946 which will be available 
to you in some form. Make plans now 
to come to the A.L.A. convention in 
June! 
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BRIEF REPORT OF COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 
MIDWINTER CONFERENCE 


Virginia Chase, Council Representative 

Mr. Milam reported on the first general 
Conference of UNESCO in Paris. He 
said the thirty voting members present 
worked on plans for promoting public li- 
braries throughout the world and for 
eliminating barriers to free flow of pub- 
lications. 

Stirred by the talks on atomic energy, 
the Council resolved to urge libraries and 
library organizations to use every possi- 
ble means to advance the understanding 
of people of atomic energy and its meaning 
to the world. Mr. Emerson Greenaway is 
preparing a project to assist libraries in 
complying with this request. 

Dr. Luther Evans reported that the 
Committee on ALA Income recommends 
raising institutional dues and continuing 
the drive to increase membership by 50- 
100% before the 75th anniversary of ALA. 

The Council adopted a resolution urg- 
ing extension and improvement of library 
film service and the production of films 
for library use. 

The theme for the San Francisco Con- 
ference will be “Moratorium on Trivia.” 

The February ALA Bulletin will con- 
tain a more detailed account of reports 
made to the Council. 

BOOKS AT UNESCO EXHIBIT 

Nora E. Beust 

The Specialist for School and Children’s 
Libraries in the office of Education se- 
lected a group of approximately 250 read- 
able books on the elementary and secon- 
dary level for the U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation UNESCO exhibit in Paris. The 
books will be used by Mr. Snyder, Cul- 
tural Attache, in Paris for an exhibit at 
the Embassy as soon as they are released 
from the UNESCO exhibit. The books 
were all donated by the publishers through 
requests made to the children’s editors. 
It was only by using this method that 
we were able to get the books to Paris. 
We hope though that the next time that 
an exhibit is sent to UNESCO that it 
will be possible to purchase the books. 
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MIDWINTER MEETING, A.A.S.L. 


Margaret K. Walraven 


A.A.S.L. held three Board meetings at 
Midwinter and one program meeting. 
Members of the Board present were Mar- 
jorie Van Deusen, Acting Chairman dur- 
ing the illness of Chairman Rheta Clark; 
Edna Ballard, Treasurer; Margaret K. 
Walraven, Secretary; Frances Henne, Di- 
rector; Martha Parks, Division President; 
Committee Chairman, Sue Hefley, Nancy 
Hoyle, Margaret Rufsvold, Louise F. Rees, 
Margaret Lee, and Laura Martin. Mary 
Louise Mann, Margaret Fraser, and 
Esther J. Burrin of the Division Board 
and Mildred Batchelder, A.L.A. Consul- 


tant, were also present. 


One of the highlights of the meetings 
was the recognition of common goals 
of the three Sections of the Division and 
the trend toward elimination of duplica- 
tion in Section activities. The joint pub- 
lication of Top of the News voted at 
Buffalo last June was the initial step 
in this direction. The Division Com- 
mittee on Education for Librarianship, 
absorbing A.A.S.L.’s Education Commit- 
tee was another. 


In Chicago a further merger was pro- 
posed by the Division, accepted by A.A. 
S.L., and is to be voted upon at San 
Francisco; the appointment of a Division 
Treasurer who will replace the three Sec- 
tion Treasurers. Such a step will simpli- 
fy the payment of bills, negate unneces- 
sary correspondence, and make for more 
efficient bookkeeping. 

The designation of Sectional representa- 
tion on the Division Board as two from 
each was recommended. A larger group 
was thought to be unwieldy. 





Committee Activity 
Midwinter Committee reports showed 
constructive activity and able leadership. 
Margaret Rufsvold, Chairman of the 
Audio-Visual group announced that her 
committee is at work on a pamphlet and 

submitted an outline of content. 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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YOUNG PEOPLES’ ROOM 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 


KEEPING IN STEP WITH YOUTH 
Beatrice W. Schein 
Principal Librarian, ’Teen Corner 
Newark, New Jersey 
Newark’s special room for young people, 
named ’Teen Corner by its young users, 
was two years old on December 14, 1946. 
The event was celebrated by an evening 
with music. Featured was the film, Music 
in America, and after the showing guests 
were invited to borrow books from a dis- 
play on music covering The Three B’s 
and Boogie Woogie. The evening ended 
gaily with light refreshments served to 
the tune of favorite recordings that the 
young people had brought with them. 
Watching the group that night was a 
happy experience. The program had 
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been planned by the young people them- 
selves and they conducted it in their 
casually effective way. It was good to 
know that they felt at home in the library 
—that they enjoyed being there. 


Our ’Teen Corner is set up to introduce 
young people to adult books and materials 
in an easy, painless way. Information, 
recreational reading and group activities 
are provided. There is an adequate col- 
lection to answer questions arising out 
of school needs, but emphasis is placed 
on guidance in recreational reading and 
on group activities. We know that as 
long as the youngsters are in school 
they will use the library for book reports, 
term papers and other class assignments. 


(Continued on Next Page) 
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But if the young people can be made to 
feel that the library is essential to their 
personal needs also, we may then have 
some measure of success in holding on 
to them after school days are over, 


In order to meet the needs of the young 
people, we must know what those needs 
are—and that means finding out directly 
from youth. It has been our policy from 
the beginning to get youth’s point of 
view. Before "Teen Corner was opened, 
a group of young people were invited to 
an informal meeting with the staff and 
were asked for suggestions concerning 
services and activities which they would 
like to see provided in the new room. 
From this initial group, appointed by 
secondary school principals, a permanent 
*Teen Corner Advisory Council developed. 
Under the leadership of the Council, a 
wide variety of programs has_ been 
planned, publicized and conducted: a 
contest to name the new room, art and 
craft exhibits, literary stunts and quizzes, 
movies, talks by authors, etc. The memory 
of a swing concert given by a popular 
school band still remains with us and 
is not likely to be forgotten soon. 

The outstanding event of the past year, 
exemplifying so well what we are trying 
to do, was the Teen Age Book Show, 
brought to Newark for a five-day stay 
during the week of September 23rd. Spon- 
sored nationally by Pocket Books, Inc., the 
show was run by the library in coopera- 
tion with twenty-eight public, private and 
parochial schools in the city. 

The Advisory Council assumed a major 
role in this project. Members of the 
Council took turns supervising the book 
exhibit, registering visitors, and handing 
out copies of the list Read Today—Star 
Tomorrow. A boy chosen by the Coun- 
cil as master of ceremonies for the opening 
program, introduced Louis Untermeyer 
who gave an informal talk in ’Teen Cor- 
ner to young people only. Young people 


introduced the “good reading” film, /?’s 
All Yours, which was featured in schools, 
’Teen Corner, and branch public libraries. 
And young people also took part in a 
radio sketch written for our book week 
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by a school librarian. 


The people of Newark gave the show 
their full support. Led by the Mayor 
who proclaimed September 23-27 Teen 
Age Book Week, Newarkers went all-out 
to back the campaign for good reading. 
Newspapers ran daily stories on the show, 
with photographs. One of the leading 
papers carried an editorial. Posters ad- 
vertising the show were prepared by the 
Public Service Corporation for display in 
all local busses. A department store gave 
radio time for two special programs. Win- 
dow and aisle exhibits were set up by 
department stores. Putting on the Book 
Show was hard work, but at the same 
time satisfying—satisfying, because it 
contained the elements necessary for a 
successful youth program: youth planning 
and participation and community support. 
With these key factors present there is 
every hope that a library may reach its 
objective—the development of happy and 
useful citizens through the reading of 
good books. 


NEW BOOK LISTS 


“Books for You: A High School Read- 
ing List Arranged by Themes and Types.” 
National Council of Teachers of English. 
211 W. 68th Street, Chicago. 1945. 30 
cents. This is a revised edition of “Books 
for Home Reading.” 


“Your Reading.” National Council of 
Teachers of English. 211 W. 68th Street, 
Chicago. 1946. 30 cents. Revised edition 
of “Leisure Reading,’ for Grades 7, 8, 
and 9. 


“For the Children’s Bookshelf; a Book- 
list for Parents.’ New edition. 1946. 
Nora E., Beust, Specialist for School and 
Children’s Libraries, acted as consultant 
in the preparation of this bulletin. Single 
copies may be obtained free by writing 


to the Children’s Bureau, Federal Se- 
curity Agency, Washington 25, D. C. 
Copies for purchase must be obtained 


through the Supt. of Documents, Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington, D. 
C., at 10 cents per copy. 
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EDUCATION FOR LIBRARY 
WORK WITH CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


Frances Henne, Chairman, 
Division Committee 


The Division Committee on Education 
for Library Work with Children and 
Young People, which now consists of over 
forty members, has started a two year 
project in which current conditions and 
problems concerning professional educa- 
tion will be studied critically and inten- 
sively. 

This committee plans to obtain ob- 
jective evidence that will show what the 
scope and content of education for librar- 
ians working with children and young 
people should be. Sub-committees have 
been appointed to determine and describe 
this content in the areas of general edu- 
cation, basic professional education, grad- 
uate study, and in-service training. 

Another objective of the committee is 
to construct immediate and long range 
planning programs that will implement 
the programs of education recommended 
by the committee. In order that this plan- 
ning may be done realistically and start 
with existing conditions, sub-committees 
are gathering needed facts by surveying 
and analyzing existing training programs 
in library schools and in other agencies 
and by surveying and evaluating current 
certification and accrediting requirements. 

Other committee members are investigat- 
ing the questions of what should be the 
relation of professional education for li- 
brarians working with children and young 
people to professional education for other 
types of librarians, and what material 
on the library and its resources should 
be included in teacher-training programs. 


BOOK WEEK 1947 


November 16-22 


The dates of Book Week 1947 have 
been advanced to the third week in No- 
cember to avoid conflict with American 
Education Week. 
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BUILDING A COLLECTION OF 
BOOKS ON THE FAR WEST* 


Dr. Ethel E, Ewing, Educational Director 
Institute of Pacific Relations 


In building a collection of books on the 
Far East, there are three considerations: 
to select books thoroughly accurate as to 
fact; choose a wide range of subjects to 
supplement texts and to satisfy students’ 
interests; and find books written for pupils 
of different ages and abilities. There 
should be histories, biographies of great 
leaders, geographies, and books giving in- 
formation as to resources, industries, insti- 
tutions of society, and cultural activities. 


No one book can be expected to tell 
everything about China, but a volume is 
a worthwhile purchase if it makes a fair 
contribution to the eventual understanding 
that students need. ‘Too, books published 
several decades ago no longer are suit- 
able. The Bobbsey Twins and Pollyanna 
have been laid aside, and the Japanese 
Twins and their companion volumes 
should be discarded along with other 
books of their era. Even modern books 
must not be so far removed from the ex- 
perience of young Americans as to seem 
strange and incomprehensible. Third, not 
all recent books are desirable, for some 
have apparently been written hastily, per- 
haps to cash in on the expanding market. 
Narrative, vocabulary, and _ illustrations 
must all be suitable for children of the 
ages the authors designate. In a child’s 
book on India, one might see whether 
Banyan tree is clearly defined, or how 
bazaar is explained, or monsoon, yak, atoll, 
or International Date Line. Skillful 
writers for the young give information 
without stopping the course of the narra- 
tive, as does Jean Bothwell, in Little Boat 
Boy, a Story of Kashmir. Illustrations 
should high-light significant points; 
author and artist must have worked to- 
gether on the information they present in 
word and picture. 


(Continued on Next Page) 
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Does the author write from so narrow 
an American viewpoint that he fails to 
reveal the Oriental people fairly? Is he 
concerned with proving either that the 
Chinese are exactly like us, or entirely 
different from us? Does the so-called 
“Colonial attitude” limit his presentation ? 
Are native people ‘child-like?” Is 
civilization synonymous with mechanical 
inventions alone? Does the author over- 
play the romantic aspects, the exotic beau- 
ty of the Orient? Such books are un- 
realistic and are poor preparation for the 
problems facing Americans. Is there a 
clear distinction between the customs or 
abuses of past generations and the pres- 
ent? Does the author who writes of 
bound feet or queues make clear that 
they were a part of life in the past? 
The following titles are recommended 
for young children: 

The Story About Ping by 
Flack— Viking Press. 

The Dragon Fish by Pearl Buck — 
John Day. 

Little Boat Boy, A Story of Kashmir by 
Jean Bothwell—Harcourt Brace. 

The Questions of Lifu by Eleanor F. 
Lattimore—Harcourt Brace. 

Ling Tang and the Lucky Cricket by 
Kay Stafford and Louise Zibold—Whittle- 
say House. 

The Chinese-American Song and Game 
Book by Gertrude A. Jacobs — Barnes, 
1944. 

Tales of the Orient—Yesterday and To- 
day by Elizabeth Seeger—lInstitute of Pa- 
cific Relations, Forthcoming. 

For mature readers: 

Folk Tales from China by Sian-tek Lim 
—John Day, 1944. 

The Adventures of Monkey by Arthur 
Waley—John Day, 1944. 

Traditional Chinese Tales and Con- 
temporary Chinese Stories, two volumes 
translated by Wang Chi-Chen, Columbia 
University Press, 1944. 

Moment in Peking by Lin Yutang — 
John Day. 


Marjorie 


Chinese Wit, Wisdom, and Written 
Characters by Rose Quong—Pantheon, 
1944. 
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The Flower Drum and Other Chinese 
Songs by C. H. and S. H. Chen—John 
Day, 1943. 

Asia’s Land and Peoples by George B. 
Cressey—McGraw-Hill, 1944. 

The Making of Modern China, A Short 
History by Owen and Eleanore Lattimore 
—Norton, 1944. 

A Chinese Village, Taitou, Shantung 
Province by C. Martin Yang—Columbia 
University Pres, 1945. 

The Golden Wing, A Family Chroni- 
cle by Yueh-hwa Lin—Institute of Pacific 
Relations. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIPS— 1947-1948 


Carnegie Library School of Carnegie 
Institute of Technology will award several 
scholarships of $300 each for the year 
1947-1948. Recommendations of outstand- 
ing college graduates from librarians, 
faculty members or vocational counselors 
will be given especial attention. Appli- 
cations should be sent, not later than May 
1, 1947, to Miss Frances H. Kelly, As- 
sociate Director, Carnegie Library School, 
4400 Forbes Street, Pittsburgh 13, Penn- 
sylvania. 


WESTERN RESERVE 
FELLOWSHIP 
1947-1948 

The School of Library Science at West- 
ern Reserve University is offering a half- 
tuition Fellowship in Library Service to 
Children. In return for a_half-tuition 
credit throughout the year the student 
will work not more than ten hours a week 
for one semester. This work will be un- 
der the supervision of Miss Harriet 
Long, and will have to do largely with 
the maintenance of the school’s collection 
of children’s books. The Fellowship is 
being offered in an effort to stimulate en- 
rollment in this specialized field in which 
there is so great a demand for trained 
workers. 
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CHILD-STUDY ROOM* 


Katherine Croxall, Head of the Child 
Study Room, South Bend, Indiana 


A proud parent registered his young 
son in the public library. The card read: 
name, Daniel Doyle; address, 2822 Cot- 
tonwood Lane; age, seven weeks; school, 
pre-school; teacher, Mother and Father. 
One might lift his eye-brows at the idea 
of registering a seven weeks old child, 
but such procedure was very natural for 
the parents of young Daniel Doyle for 
books had been as much a part of the 
preparation for his coming as had been 
his layette. The wealth of material 
which the library holds influences the 
growth patterns of the baby long before 
his arrival. 


These are days when we are realizing 
the necessity of evaluating our library 
programs. Short staffs, the pressure of 
outside groups and the shifting needs of 
our patrons, make it important to take 
stock of our existing activities and weigh 
them against the needs before us. 


With the gradual development of ex- 
cellent libraries in the schools, the pro- 
gram of the children’s room in the li- 
brary must follow new patrons in the 
person of the pre-school child. Again 
as we look at our communities we note 
a great concern over the problem of juve- 
nile delinquency and the break-down of 
family life. Social workers, teachers, 
clergymen are gearing their work to 
these problems. How then, can the li- 
brary meet these needs? Outside of the 
practical laboratory of home and school 
where else can more valuable assistance 
be given in this field than through the 
information contained in the books, pamph- 
lets, and magazines housed in the public 
library? Here lies an opportunity to 
capitalize upon the resources of every de- 
partment of the library that parents and 
children may build a better understanding 
of each other. 

To facilitate the work in this field, 
in 1943 the South Bend Public Library 
established what it called the Child-Study 
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Room. Books related in any way to 
the study of the child from his birth to 
the time when he too becomes a parent 
were brought to this room. Thus the col- 
lection includes books dealing with the 
subjects of psychology, sociology, physi- 
ology and education formerly a part of 
the adult collection. From the children’s 
room were taken books on, and collections 
of stories which would be used in story- 
telling. Also a model collection of books 
for the pre-school child. In addition all 
current numbers of magazines in the same 
subject fields were placed in the Child- 
Study Room. Because the value of pamph- 
lets and clippings is recognized these too 
were given place in this department. All 
material was stamped with the name of 
the department and new book cards of a 
different color than that used by any other 
department replaced the original ones. 
Thus the new department became a tie 
between the children’s department and 
that of the adult. 


Besides the work in the department the 
librarian finds it advantageous to be affil- 
iated with all city groups whose program 
is covered by the subject field of the Child- 
Study Room. She is frequently called 
upon to speak to these and other groups. 
Her familiarity with the work of other 
agencies aids her in referring problems 
which cannot be answered through library 
resources to the group from which the pa- 
tron will receive the most help. 


Although special training in the field 
of child development and adult education 
is a great asset to the librarian in a de- 
partment comparable to the Child-Study 
Room, it is still more important that she 
should be thoroughly acquainted with the 
tools in the field. Always it is to be 
remembered that the function of the li- 
brarian is not primarily to solve the ques- 
ion of her patrons, but to advise them 
as to the best sources from which they 
can find the answers to their problems. 


* Condensed from a talk given at the 
Indiana Library Asociation, November 
1946. 








COMMITTEE ACTIVITY 
(Continued from Page 4) 


The Educational Literature Service 
Committee and the Professional Literature 
Committee are to be combined next year 
into a Public Relations Committee and 
the work expanded. The A.L.A. Public 
Relations office has indicated a willing- 
ness to work with the Section and asked 
for reactions to the publication of a 
pamphlet on school library publicity and 
for suggestions as to content and author- 


ship. 
Sue Hefley, Chairman of Planning 
School Library Quarters, reported that 


three sub-chairmen are engaged in de- 
veloping materials in a special field: 

The Elementary Library—Lenore M. 
Gordon, McMurry Training School, 
Northern [Illinois State Teachers 
College, DeKalb, Illinois. 

The Combination School Library — 
Ada Wing, Centralia High School, 
Centralia, Washington. 

The High School Library of Average 
Size — Lucile Vickers, East High 
School, Sioux City, Iowa. 

The Board extended a vote of appreci- 
ation to Sue Hefley and her committee 
for their excellent work on “Dear Mr. 
Architect.” Only 613 copies remain un- 
sold. 

Frances Henne, Head of the Membership 
Committee, announced a membership cam- 
paign for which the slogan is “Every 
Member Get a New Member.” 

The Board voted appreciation to Miss 
Van Deusen for her hard work and gal- 
lant leadership during Miss Clark’s ab- 
sence. 


A.A.S.L. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Mr. E. Ben Evans of the Bakersfield 
County Schools, Bakersfield, California 


and editor of the School Library Associa- 
tion of California Bulletin was elected to 
the A.A.S.L. Board of Directors to fill 
the unexpired term of Genevieve Geiger. 





EVERY MEMBER GET A NEW MEMBER, A.A.S.L.’s slogan for 1947 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOP 


Indiana State Teachers College 


“The School Library—A Part of the 
Educational Program” was the theme for 
a workshop on school library problems 
held at Indiana State Teachers College 
May 23-June 5, 1946. 

Through scheduled conferences with the 
staff and visiting consultants and through 
the use of laboratory periods for group 
work, an attempt was made to analyze 
the major problems confronting the group. 
Solutions that might actually be put into 
practice in- their respective schools were 
sought. 

After a group discussion, the following 
problems were selected and the morning 
sessions set aside for work on them: 

1. A plan for financing, housing and 
equipping the library as related to 
existing conditions. 

2. A series of lessons on teaching the 
use of the library. 

3. Selection of books and non-book 
materials with emphasis upon needs 

in particular schools. 

Each afternoon session was spent on 
other problems upon which visiting spe- 
cialists talked informally or led discus- 
sions. Those directing were: Miss Nelle 
McCalla, Chairman: Miss Hazel Arm- 
strong, and Miss Lucille Viehe. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
C.L.A. 


Margaretta Smyth, Chairman 


The committee is working on a list of 
about five hundred titles for a model 
collection of children’s books for the boys 
and girls of Tasmania. The list which 
will soon be completed will be sent to 
Miss Isabelle Jinnette who is in Tasmania 
doing children’s work. Miss Jinnette re- 
ports that there are very few good books 
for children obtainable in Tasmania and 
that the majority of titles must come 
from England and the United States. 
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“In A.L.A. nearly every Children’s Li- 
brarian belongs to the Children’s Li- 
brary Association.” This statement along 
with the cut shown above appeared on 
the membership dodger and was supposed 
to be a take-off on an advertisement in a 
popular magazine. It is hoped that the 
dodger will influence the non-member 
Children’s Librarian to such an extent 
that the statement will have to be correct- 
ed to read: “In A.L.A. every Children’s 
Librarian belongs to the Children’s Li- 
brary Association.” 

The Membership Committee by means 
of dodgers, membership blanks, letters and 
personal appeals is striving to obtain new 
members for the division and section. The 
Committee feels that it is both an oppor- 


JOIN THE CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Josephine Lynch, Chairman 
C.L.A. Membership Committee 







tunity and a privilege to belong to the 
Children’s Library Asociation. Only by 
working together can Children’s Libra- 
rians properly assume their responsibility 
to the children in the world today. Per- 
sonal as well as professional benefits are 
emphasized. Members of the Children’s 
Library Association have their names list- 
ed in the A.L.A. Handbook and the Di- 
rectory of the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People. Members are 
asked to vote for Newbery and Caldecott 
award books. 

Each year the Membership Committee 
has tried to stress the importance of filling 
out the membership blank correctly and 
this year the same point is being empha- 
sized. 


WHEN SENDING IN YOUR A.L.A. DUES BE SURE TO CHECK: 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
AND ALSO 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
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AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS IN 
TEACHING THE USE OF 
BOOKS AND LIBRARIES* 


By Alice Lohrer, Assistant Professor of 
Library Science, University of 
Illinois 


Only recently have audio-visual devices 
been perfected and developed to aid teach- 
ers and librarians make library instruction 
meaningful, interesting, and natural. All 
unneseccary material and instruction is 
being omitted. Through the use of films, 
young people are coming to realize that 
ability to use a library opens doors to 
wider interests. 


Many schools are faced with the diff- 
culty of securing professionally trained 
school librarians and_teacher-librarians 
who can carry on this phase of teaching. 
Teachers who have had no library train- 
ing are being used as teacher-librarians. 
Heavy teaching loads make working out 
an effective method of presenting library 
skills and techniques difficult. Short cuts 
and effective audio-visual aids are need- 
ed. Trained librarians also need films 
and slides to make their teaching more 
effective. 


An introductory film can be used effec- 
tively during orientation week to acquaint 
new pupils with the school library and 
to demonstrate some of the services that 
are available. 


Teachers and librarians are working 
closely together to integrate and correlate 
library instruction with classroom experi- 
ence. Some skills are more effective when 
taught by the teacher than by the librar- 
ian. Skills can first be presented by the 
use of films and slides. The time to 
master the intricacies of Readers’ Guide, 
for example, is the time the pupil’s interest 
is keen because of his need for magazine 
material for a speech or for the writing 
of a paper. There is consistant follow- 
up when the teacher takes charge. She 
can teach, test, and re-teach until she 
sees the thing to be learned has become 
a way of behavior. 
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Some teachers, however, have felt that 
they are not equipped to teach the library 


lessons. But films and slides are effec- 
tive for teaching teachers as well as 
pupils. Teachers soon come to realize 


that the acquisition of library skills can 
be stimulated by films and that as a re- 
sult of such knowledge the quality of 
classroom work will improve. 

When a full-time school librarian is 
available, it is her responsibility to help 
the teaching staff prepare’ and present 
library instruction. She is the specialist 
in the subject and should point out to the 
faculty many ways in which the use of 
library tools can be integrated with class 
work. She must gather material and noti- 
fy the teacher of films and other aids. 

A second aspect of teaching usage by 
means of audio-visual aids concerns teach- 
er-training institutions and their responsi- 
bility in developing new aids and tech- 
niques. Commercial educational film 
agencies are becoming interested in the 
production of library films and_ slides. 
Leadership and advice on the production 
of such materials should come from the 


library profession. Only in that way 
can we be sure of proper emphasis. 
KNOW YOUR LIBRARY, produced 


by Coronet Films, Inc., will serve as an 
illustration. As consultant, I was asked 
for ideas and suggestions as to what the 
script should contain. These ideas were 
then developed by the script writer and 
submitted to me. The original script con- 
tained the layman’s idea of a school li- 
brary and a school librarian. The libra- 
rian was pictured as cold and aloof; the 
pupils were afraid of the library. The 
production of such films would have de- 
feated the whole purpose. 

The importance of changing the empha- 
sis to create the pleasant, warm, and help- 
ful atmosphere of a modern school library 
was stressed. A new script was written. 
This again was submitted for approval 
and more changes made. 

In the original planning of this film 
for school libraries, the Company planned 
to produce one short film that would ade- 
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quately teach library usage. 
can or should attempt to do this. 





No one film 
So an 
introductory film was produced with the 
aim of creating right attitudes on the 


part of high school freshmen toward the 
school library and introducing them to 


some of the short cuts. Other visual de- 
vices are needed to teach the use of the 


card catalog, the vertical file, and the use 
of encyclopedias. 


* Condensed from a paper read at Mid- 
winter Conference, December 28, 1946. 


HELPS FOR THE AUDIO-VISUAL 


PROGRAM* 


California Audio-Visual Education Assoc- 


iation. Southern Section. Radio Com- 
mittee. “Sources of Educational Rec- 
ords.” (Reprint from California 


Schools, July 1946.) Free. Order from 
Francis W. Noel, Chief, Division of 
Audio - Visual Education, California 
State Department of Education, Sacra- 
mento 14, Calofirnia. Comprehensive 
listing, but no evaluation. , 
DeBernardis, Amo. Audio-Visual Projec- 
tionist’s Handbook. Chicago, Business 
Screen Magazine, 1946. $1.00. Pictor- 
ial presentation useful for training stu- 
dent operators of picture projectors. 
Johnson, Joseph B. “Let’s Get Organized.” 
Nation’s Schools. December, 1946, p. 
58-60. Mr. Johnson recommends a de- 
partment of instructional materials 
which includes books and audio-visual 
materials. Librarians who feel that 
the library is the place for all such in- 
structional materials will find in this 
article many challenging comments. 
“The Library’s Picture Collection.” Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin. Oct. 1946, V. 
17, No. 4. American Library Associa- 
tion, 50 East Huron St., Chicago. 50 
cents. Carefully selected and anno- 
tated reviews of visual aids, pictures, 
charts, and maps useful to libraries. 
The October 1945 issue “Maps, Map 
Series, and Map Services” is available 
at the same price. 
Mahr, Mary Helen and Crabtree, Jean 
C. “Records Enrich Curriculum.” Li- 
brary Journal September 15, 1946. p. 


1947 





13 


1174-76. Practical suggestions for hand- 
ling and securing records in and for 
the school library. The authors have 
based their comments on their exper- 
iences in Garden City High School Li- 
brary. They have prepared a limited 
number of mimeographed bulletins of 
sources of records arranged by subjects 
taught in the Garden City High School. 
As long as the supply lasts, they will 
send a copy to interested inquirers. 

Miller, Phillip L. “Audio-Visual Ma- 
terials: Reviews of Records.” See is- 
sues of Library Journal beginning with 
September 15, 1946. School librarians 
having a record collection or planning 
to initiate one will find this new feature 
helpful. 

New York Library Association. Commit- 
tee on Children’s Books and Libraries. 
“Stories on Records.” Library Journal. 
September 15, 1946. p. 1213-14. 

New York University Film Library. Re- 
cordings Division (Washington Square, 
N. Y.) Catalogue of Selected Educa- 
tional Recordings. Rev. ed. 1946. 15 
cents, 

“The Right of All People to Know.” 
Survey Graphic, December, 1946. In 
an issue devoted to the means of spread- 
ing understanding among nations, li- 
brarians will find Part II: “The Right 
to Read” and Part III: “Rights to See 
and Hear’ of especial significance. 

Statements of postwar trends in  pub- 
lishing and distribution fill a gap in 
such analysis. 

Schreiber, R. E. and Calvert, Leonard. 
Building an Audio-Visual Program. 
Chicago, Science Research Associates, 
1946. $1.65 Includes sources of ma- 
terials and equipment. Favorably re- 
viewed in November 1946 isue of See 
and Hear. 


“Source of Teaching Material.” News 
Letter. April, 1946. Ohio State Uni- 
versity, Bureau of Educational Research, 
Columbus. Lists many little-known 

* Compiled by Nancy Hoyle and Pro- 
fessional Literature Committee. 
sources. 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE 
MATERIALS 


“Experimenting Together: The Teacher 
and the Librarian,” is the title of a “Di- 
gest of Studies Prepared by Committees in 
the Workshop of the Fifth Annual Con- 
ference for School Librarians, July 30- 
August 3, 1945” at Geneseo, New York. 
A free copy may be secured by writing 
Mrs. Alice Damon Rider, Librarian. En- 
close three cents postage. 

Agnes Shields of Oregon State Library, 
Salem, reports that the Library has recent- 
ly issued the following lists which are 
free to schools requesting them: “Books 
for Boys,” “’Teens to Twenties” (girls), 
“Reading Together,’ “So Youth May 
Know,” (sex) and “Courage” (stories of 
those who have overcome handicaps). 
Enclose three cents postage for three titles; 
six for more copies. 

Basic References for the Guidance Li- 
brary is a four-page mimeographed list, 
a practical one, and is available on re- 
quest to Science Research Associates, 228 
South Wabash, Chicago 4. 

The Library in the Elementary School 
by Phillis Fenner is available from Hinds, 
Hayden, and Eldredge, 105 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 3, for 25 cents a copy. 


BOOKS ABOUT NEGROES 

Charlemae Rollins, librarian of the Hall 
Branch of the Chicago Public Library 
and author of We Build Together has an 
article in the Elementary English Review 
23: 287-89, November 1946: “New Trends 
in Books about Negroes for Children and 
Young People.” Specific current books 
for boys and girls are discussed and cri- 
teria for such books applied. The article 
is timely and well done. 
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ATTENTION! SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS 
WANTED: The names of school libra- 
rians who are carrying on audio-visual 
programs. If your library is responsible 
for the circulation of records, films, 
filmstrips, slides, or promotes the use 
of radio programs, please send your 
name to Miss Margaret L. Rufsvold, 
Chairman, Audio-Visual Committee, 
American Association of School Libra- 
rians, Indiana University, Bloomington, 


Ind. 


“Dear Mr. Architect” is available from 
Sue Hefley, State Department of Educa- 
tion, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Single 
Copies, 15 cents. One hundred or more, 
10 cents. 








THE INSTITUTIONAL 
DEPARTMENT OF 
DOUBLEDAY & CO. 


Incorporated 
offers prompt 
and efficient service 
on all books 
of its subsidiaries - 


at substantial discount. 


GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 





EVERY MEMBER GET A NEW MEMBER, A.A.S.L.’s slogan for 1947 
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Be Sure to Check 


ELECTION BALLOT 
enclosed 
and return by May Il, 1947 to 
Mildred Harrington, 
Acting Chairman Elections Committee 
Library School, Louisiana State University 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


Waut “/o- 


Save paste, eliminate daily brush cleaning, 
have a fresh supply ready for instant use? 


The Gaylord 


ALUMINIUM CONTAINER 
$5.25 Postpaid 


Keeps Gaylo paste, Shellac or 
Lacquer fresh for weeks at a time! 


GAYLORD ® BROS.,, Inc. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
Syracuse, N. Y. Stockton, Calif. 
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Let Us Handle ‘Youn 
Printing Problema 


We specialize in all kinds of 


Libnany Printing 


Library publications * Directories * Aeports 

Book lists * Book plates * Complete plans 

for organizing Keading Clubs * Memorial 
cards * ‘Brochures and Pamphlets 


7 
The Sturgis Printing Company 
rated 


Incorpo 


STURGIS, MICHIGAN 





TOP OF THE NEWS 


Let Us Handle ‘Youn 
Printing Problema 


We specialize in all kinds of 
Libnany P. ninting 
Library publications © WNixectories ® Neports 
Book lists © Book plates ° Complete plans 
for organizing Keading Clubs *° Vemorial 


cards © Brochures and Pamphlets 


‘The Sturgis Printing Company 


Incorporated 


STURGIS, MICHIGAN 
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WRITE IT RIGHT—WHEN YOU PAY YOUR DUES 


If you wish to join a Section of our Division when you pay your dues, be 


sure you fill out the Divisional Membership slip correctly. 

1. Specify the Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
on the first line. 
Specify the Section you W ish to join on the second line. 


Every Divisional member is entitled to join a Section but it must be 
done when dues are paid. If you indicate the Section at that time, you will 
receive the literature distributed by that Section and the Section will receive 


your financial support. 
Read Your Membership Slip Carefully Before Filling It Out 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Send in your change of address promptly to: 
Mildred Walker Adams, 
Sturgis Printing Company, 
Sturgis, Michigan... 


Give your o/d address and then your new address, 











